In Represent Me, you’ll take on the role of a legislator seeking reelection to office. You’ll review and categorize legislation, then
approve the bills you think will best help your constituents.
Strategically supporting the people you represent will help keep you
in office!

Learning Objectives
Understand that a legislator’s job is to represent constituents
 Simulate the relationship between a legislator and a diverse constituency
 Evaluate hypothetical legislation for impact on various socioeconomic groups


Prerequisites
None! Represent Me is designed to let students learn about the role of constituents by playing the
game. However, it may be helpful for students to have some prior knowledge of the legislative
process. We recommend having students play the iCivics LawCraft for this background.

Select one of the available avatars.

Next you will enter your office,
where a stack of bills awaits. Your
first job is to identify which group
of constituents each bill would
help the most.
❶ Read the bill.
❷ Pick up the stamp that
represents the group of
people you think the bill
will help. Stamp the bill!

❸ Click this list to see
definitions for each
group of people.
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Now that you’ve looked at all the bills, you will meet
your constituents. Look closely at their features and
select three bills that help as many of your
constituents as possible. The more you help them, the
more likely they are to vote for you!

❹ Here are the bills you just
categorized. You’ll be reading
through them again.

❺ Here are your constituents. This
time, you are looking for three
bills that will please the most of
them!

❻ Use this approval stamp to
approve bills.

After you approve three bills, you’ll watch a campaign
ad reviewing the issues you chose to champion.
Finally, you’ll see if all your work won you re-election
to the legislature!
At this point, you can print your game certificate or
return to the main menu and play again. (Each game
is different, so why not?)
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You can use these questions to lead into playing Represent Me in the classroom.


What is a constituent?




How often do lawmakers (senators and representatives) run for re-election?




“Constituent” is a fancy word for a person that a lawmaker represents.
U.S. senators run every 6 years; U.S. representatives run every 2 years. Term lengths
vary for state lawmakers.

What do you think lawmakers look for when deciding which bills to pass? Do they think about
their constituents?


Lawmakers are elected to represent their constituents back home. They look for laws that
will help their constituents, or that represent to their constituents’ values.

Use these questions as a way to debrief the individual experiences of playing Represent Me.


What was your role as the player?




The player’s role was as a lawmaker (legislator).

What was the hardest part about choosing 3 bills to approve?


Answers will vary, but guide discussion toward the fact that constituents have many
different concerns, and it’s hard to please everyone.



In the game, as a lawmaker you don’t pay much attention to your own interests. Do real-life
lawmakers have their own opinions and concerns? Can a lawmaker represent someone with
different views? What might make it easy or difficult?



What do you think is the hardest part about representing people?



Ask students to write a letter of their own to a lawmaker, either individually or
together as a class. Students should choose an important issue, include at
least 3 reasons why the lawmaker should care about the issue, and tell the
lawmaker what action to take.
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